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A series of elementary level thematic units 

featuring Tlingit language, culture and history 

were developed in Juneau, Alaska in 2004-6. 

The project was funded by two grants from 

the U.S. Department of Education, awarded 

to the Sealaska Heritage Institute (Boosting 

Academic Achievement: Tlingit Language 

Immersion Program, grant #92-0081844) 

and the Juneau School District (Building on 

Excellence, grant #S356AD30001).

Lessons and units were written by a team 

of teachers and specialists led by Nancy 

Douglas, Elementary Cultural Curriculum 

Coordinator, Juneau School District. The 

team included Juneau teachers Kitty Eddy, 

Shgen George, Kathy Nielson, Hans Chester 

and Rocky Eddy, and SHI language team 

members Linda Belarde, Yarrow Vaara, David 

Katzeek, John Marks, Mary Foletti, Rose 
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Kaaxgal.aat  -  El izabet h Perat r ovich Unit  

Lesson # 3 – Act ivi t y 1 

 

Elizabet h Perat rovich Song 
By Nancy Douglas 

Sung t o t he t une BI NGO 

 

Elizabet h Per at r ovich was a Nat ive leader .  

She wor ked wit h ANS. 

She wor ked wit h ANS.  

She wor ked wit h ANS. 

She wor ked f or  posit ive changes. 
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Elizabet h Per at r ovich was a Nat ive leader . 

She wor ked wit h AN B. 

She wor ked wit h AN B. 

She wor ked wit h AN B. 

She wor ked t o pass a bill. 

 
 

Elizabet h Per at r ovich was a Nat ive leader . 

She made an import ant  speech. 

She made an import ant  speech. 

She made an import ant  speech. 

Her  speech helped make a law. 
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Elizabet h Per at r ovich was a Nat ive leader . 

Alaska passed a law. 

Alaska passed a law. 

Alaska passed a law 

     t o end discr iminat ion. 
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Kaaxgal.aat  -  El izabet h Perat r ovich Unit  

Lesson # 4 – Act ivi t y 1 & 2 

St udy Pr int  1 of  13 

Alaska St at e Librar y, Hist or ical Collect ion 
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Kaaxgal.aat  -  El izabet h Perat r ovich Unit  

Lesson # 4 – Act ivi t y 1 & 2 

St udy Pr int  2 of  13 

Sealaska Her it age I nst it ut e, William Paul Collect ion 
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Kaaxgal.aat  -  El izabet h Perat r ovich Unit  

Lesson # 4 – Act ivi t y 1 & 2 

St udy Pr int  3 of  13 

Sealaska Her it age I nst it ut e, William Paul Collect ion 
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Kaaxgal.aat  -  El izabet h Perat r ovich Unit  

Lesson # 4 – Act ivi t y 1 & 2 

St udy Pr int  4 of  13 

Sealaska Her it age I nst it ut e, William Paul Collect ion 
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Kaaxgal.aat  -  El izabet h Perat r ovich Unit  

Lesson # 4 – Act ivi t y 1 & 2 

St udy Pr int  5 of  13 

Alaska St at e Librar y, Hist or ical Collect ion 
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Kaaxgal.aat  -  El izabet h Perat r ovich Unit  

Lesson # 4 – Act ivi t y 1 & 2 

St udy Pr int  6 of  13 

Alaska St at e Librar y, Hist or ical Collect ion 
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Kaaxgal.aat  -  El izabet h Perat r ovich Unit  

Lesson # 4 – Act ivi t y 1 & 2 

St udy Pr int  7 of  13 

Alaska St at e Librar y, Hist or ical Collect ion 
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Kaaxgal.aat  -  El izabet h Perat r ovich Unit  

Lesson # 4 – Act ivi t y 1 & 2 

St udy Pr int  8 of  13 

Sealaska Her it age I nst it ut e, William Paul Collect ion 
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Kaaxgal.aat  -  El izabet h Perat r ovich Unit  

Lesson # 4 – Act ivi t y 1 & 2 

St udy Pr int  9 of  13 

Sealaska Her it age I nst it ut e, William Paul Collect ion 
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Kaaxgal.aat  -  El izabet h Perat r ovich Unit  

Lesson # 4 – Act ivi t y 1 & 2 

St udy Pr int  10 of  13 

Sealaska Her it age I nst it ut e, William Paul Collect ion 
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Lesson # 4 – Act ivi t y 1 & 2 

St udy Pr int  11 of  13 

Alaska St at e Librar y, Hist or ical Collect ion 
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Alaska St at e Librar y, Hist or ical Collect ion 
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Kaaxgal.aat  -  El izabet h Perat r ovich Unit  

Lesson # 4 – Act ivi t y 1 & 2 

St udy Pr int  13 of  13 

Alaska St at e Librar y, Hist or ical Collect ion 

 



Kaaxgal.aat - Elizabeth Peratrovich Unit 

Lesson #4 – Activity 2 

Bulletin Board 2 of 8-
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Lesson #4 – Activity 2 
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Lesson #4 – Activity 2 
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Lesson #4 – Activity 2 
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Lesson #4 – Activity 2 
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Kaaxgal.aat  -  El izabet h Perat r ovich Unit  

Lesson # 6 – Act ivi t y 1 

Elizabet h Per at r ovich Koogéinaa Act ivit y 
 

Elizabet h Perat rovich 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Alaska N at ive Sist erhood 

 

 

Ant i- discr iminat ion law 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Roy Perat rovich 
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Discr iminat ion 
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Elizabet h Per at r ovich 

Alaska Nat ive Sist er hood 

Roy Per at r ovich 

Discr iminat ion 

Ant i-discr iminat ion law 
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Kaaxgal.aat  -  El izabet h Perat r ovich Unit  

Lesson # 7 – Act ivi t y 1 

 

Reader s Theat r e 
 

1945 

Alaska Ter r it or ial Legislat ur e 

J uneau, Alaska 
Cast : 

J oe Gr een   Mr s. J ones   Elizabet h Per at r ovich 

Allen Shat t uck  O. D. Cochr an  Roy Per at r ovich 

Fr ank Whaley  Nor man R. Walker   Audience in t he Senat e 

Talbor  Scot t   Gr enold Collins 

 

N arrat or                This is a 1945 session in t he Senat e of  t he Alaska 

Ter r it or ial Legislat ur e.  Senat or s ar e discussing a newly pr oposed bill t hat  

calls f or  equal r ight s f or  all Alaskans. 

 

J oe Green   I  am J oseph Gr een and I  will be chair ing t his hear ing. 

Today we ar e discussing and act  t hat  allows ever yone equal r ight s and equal 

access t o all public places and businesses in Alaska and punishes t hose who 

r ef use. 

 

Allen Shat t uck Mr . Chair man! 

 

J oe Green  The Chair  r ecognizes Senat or  Allen Shat t uck. 

 

Allen Shat t uck Mr . Chair man, I  am violent ly against  t his bill!  I nst ead of  

being br ought  closer  t oget her , which is t he r eason f or  t his bill, t he r aces 

should be kept  f ur t her  apar t .  Who ar e t hese people, bar ely out  of  savager y, 

who want  t o mix wit h us whit es wit h  5000 year s of  r ecor ded civilizat ion 

behind us? 



 

The contents of this curriculum were developed under the Tlingit Language Immersion Program (2004) and  

Building on Excellence (2005) grants from the U.S. Department of Education.  However, the contents do not necessarily  

represent the policy of the Dept. of Education and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government 

 

Frank W haley Mr . Chair man. 

 

J oe Green  The Chair  r ecognizes Senat or  Fr ank Whaley. 

 

Frank W haley I  am a pilot  and a gold miner  f r om Fair banks.  I ’m also 

against  t his bill.  As a bush pilot , I  believe t his bill will cr eat e bad f eelings 

bet ween whit es and nat ives.  As you can see, t her e ar e alr eady bad f eelings 

t her e. 

 

Talbor  Scot t  Mr . Chair man 

 

J oe Green  The Chair  r ecognizes Senat or  Talbor  Scot t . 

 

Talbor  Scot t  I  disagr ee wit h t his bill unless it  is changed.  Mixed r aces 

ar e t r ouble.  They wish t o mix wit h whit es.  I t  would have been bet t er  if  t he 

Eskimos had put  up signs, “No whit es allowed.” 

 

Grenold Collins Mr . Chair man. 

 

J oe Green  The Chair  r ecognizes Senat or  Gr enold Collins. 

 

Grenold Collins I  agr ee wit h Senat or  Scot t .  The Eskimos of  St . 

Lawr ence I sland have not  suf f er ed f r om t he whit e man’s evil and t hey ar e 

well of f .  The Eskimos ar e not  a lower  r ace, but  an individual r ace.  The pur e 

Eskimos ar e pr oud and ar e awar e t hat  har m comes t o t hem f r om mixing wit h 

t he whit es. 

 

O.  D.  Cochran  Mr . Chair man. 

 

J oe Green  The Chair  r ecognizes Senat or  O. D. Cochr an. 

O.  D.  Cochran I  am shocked by Senat or  Whaley’s comment s.  I f  can t ell 
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of  many inst ances of  discr iminat ion t hat  I  myself  have wit nessed.  I n Nome, 

an Eskimo woman was r emoved f r om a movie t heat er  by f or ce when she 

dar ed t o sit  in t he “whit e” sect ion.  She ended up in j ail over  it !  I t  would 

t ake up way t oo much t ime t o t ell what  I  have wit nessed in Alaska, but  know 

t hat  I  have seen it .  Ther e is blat ant  discr iminat ion in Alaska!  I  suppor t  t his 

equal r ight s bill! 

 

Audience in t he Senat e  (Cheer  and applaud loudly.) 

 

Senat or  W haley (J ump up, knock over  a chair  and st omp out .) 

 

Audience in t he Senat e  ( Boo and hiss loudly.) 

 

N orman W alker Mr . Chair man. 

 

J oe Green  The Chair  r ecognizes Senat or  Nor man R. Walker . 

 

N orman W alker I  am st r ongly in suppor t  of  t his bill.  No Nat ive has ever  

died of  a br oken hear t , but  discr iminat ion has caused lif e t o be dif f icult  f or  

t he Nat ive people. 

 

Mrs.  J ones  Mr . Chair man. 

 

J oe Green  The Chair  r ecognizes Mr s. J ones. 

 

Mrs.  J ones  I  suppor t  separ at ing t he whit es and Nat ives in Alaska.  

Ot her wise it  will get  wor se.  We ar e not  willing t o accept  mixing of  t he 

r aces.  I t  j ust  will not  wor k! 

 

N orman W alker Mr . Chair man, I  would like t o call upon Mr . Roy 

Per at r ovich t o t est if y.  

J oe Green  Mr . Per at r ovich would you like t o t est if y. 
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Roy Perat rovich Yes. 

 

J oe Green  Mr . Per at r ovich, would you please st at e your  educat ional 

backgr ound and t ell what  r ight  you have t o speak f or  t he Nat ives. 

 

Roy Perat rovich Mr . Chair man, member s of  t he Senat e.  I  am a  graduat e 

of  West er n Washingt on College and I  have been Gr and Camp Pr esident  of  

t he Alaska Nat ive Br ot her hood since 1940.  I  st and bef or e you t oday in 

f avor  of  t he equal r ight s bill. 

The Honor able Gover nor  Er nest  Gr uening knows discr iminat ion exist s 

in Alaska. At  t he Fair banks convent ion f or  t he Democr at ic par t y t hey 

f avor ed a solut ion on behalf  of  t he Nat ives.  Ther e ar e member s of  t he 

Senat e her e t hat  helped f r ame t he solut ion. 

Only I ndians can know how it  f eels t o be discr iminat ed against .  Eit her  

you ar e f or  discr iminat ion or  you ar e against  it .  As you vot e on t his bill, 

t hink about  it  car ef ully. 

 

J oe Green  Thank you, Mr . Per at r ovich.  I t  is t he cust om t o of f er  

t he  

audience a chance t o shar e.  I s t her e anyone pr esent  who would like t o come 

f or war d and t alk?   

 

 Elizabet h Perat rovich (St anding.)  My name is Elizabet h Per at r ovich.  I  

am t he Gr and Camp Pr esident  of  t he Alaska Nat ive Sist er hood and I  would 

like t o speak. 

 

J oe Green   Yes, Mr s. Per at r ovich.  Please come f or war d. 

 

Elizabet h Perat rovich I  would not  have expect ed t hat  I , whom am bar ely 

out  of  savager y, would have t o r emind gent lemen wit h 5,000 year s of  

r ecor ded civilizat ion behind t hem of  our  Bill of  Right s. 
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My husband and I  came t o J uneau t o look f or  a home in a nice 

neighbor hood wher e our  childr en could play happily wit h our  neighbor s’ 

childr en.  When we f ound such a house and ar r anged t o lease it , we wer e t old 

“No”, because we wer e I ndians.  Would we have t o live in t he slums t hen? 

Ther e ar e t hr ee kinds of  per sons who pr act ice discr iminat ion.  Fir st , 

t he polit ician ~ who want s people t o r emain less t han ot her s, so he can 

pr omise t hem somet hing.  Second, t he Mr . and Mr s. J ones ~ who ar en’t  quit e 

sur e of  t heir  st at us and who ar e nice t o you one day and can’t  see you on 

ot her  days, depending on who t hey ar e wit h.  Thir d, t he gr eat  super man ~ 

who believes in t he gr eat ness of  t he whit e r ace.  The discr iminat ion we have 

suf f er ed has f or ced t he f inest  of  our  r ace t o associat e wit h whit e t rash!  

This super  r ace at t it ude is wr ong! 

 

Allen Shat t uck Do you t hink t he pr oposed bill will st op discr iminat ion? 

 

Elizabet h Perat rovich Do your  laws against  r obber y and even mur der  

pr event  t hose cr imes? 

No law will do away wit h cr imes, but  at  least  you, as legislat or s, can say t o 

t he wor ld t hat  you r ecognize how bad it  is and speak your  plan t o st op 

discr iminat ion.   

 

Audience in t he Senat e  (T her e is si lence f or  a f ew moment s.  T hen wild 

applause and cheer s as Elizabet h r et ur ns t o her  seat .) 

 

N arrat or  Af t er  a long polit ical bat t le and a speech by a f ive f oot  

f ive inch Tlingit  woman, t he Senat e passed t he equal r ight s bill by a vot e of  

11 t o 5 on Febr uar y 8, 1945.  The bill was signed int o law on Febr uar y 16, 

1945.  A new t ime f or  get t ing along wit h each ot her  had begun. 

That  evening, Roy and Elizabet h Per at r ovich danced at  t he Bar anof  

Hot el ballr oom.  They danced amongst  people t hey did not  per sonally know 

and t hey danced in a business wher e t hey wer e not  welcome bef or e.  They 

wer e happy.  They belonged. 
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